
Timothy Taylor is pleased to announce Pictures for Happy Existentialists, an exhibition by Jonathan 
Lasker. Opening 24 April in London, the presentation will feature paintings and drawings dating from 
1990 through 2025, offering a curated survey of Lasker’s singular exploration into line, figure, and ground.

Over his four-decade career, Lasker has conducted a rigorous examination of painting’s pictorial space. 
A master colourist, he creates riotously hued canvases that challenge our perception of form and the way 
we identify subjects in space. He fluidly moves between conscious and subconscious decision-making, 
generating paintings that invite viewers to engage in a similar dialogue. Though his works possess the 
energy of spontaneous mark-making, each painting in fact results from a lengthy process in which drawn 
studies are carefully translated onto canvas. 

Lasker begins by drawing on small, spiral-bound pieces of paper. These initial exercises are then 
developed into miniature oil studies on paper, where he works out problems of colour, composition, 
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and mark-making, finding resolution or surprise in the dynamics that arise among his discrete elements 
of figure, ground, and line. He creates spatial ambiguities, intersecting competing perspectives and 
gestalts. Lines that suggest deep, illusory space coexist with those that assert the flatness of the picture 
plane. These studies serve as the foundation for his large-scale works on canvas, where he layers paint in 
various textures and applications—thin pen-like blue scribbles will sit next to flat, black marker-like lines 
and thick bubble-gum impasto. Throughout, Lasker consistently subverts any unified logic regarding how 
his paintings might be “read.” 

Across his work, Lasker’s dashed or glyph-like forms evoke language. Each responds to the next as 
if in dialogue—echoing, shadowing, or inverting one another. Slab constructions, cursive swirls, and 
biomorphic knobs recur among the paintings in the exhibition, creating another discursive level that 
transcends the canvas. Our presentation features works from 1990, 2003, 2017, and 2021 composed of 
graphite, coloured pencil, India ink, and acrylic, alongside vibrant oil paintings completed this year. 

About the Artist 

Jonathan Lasker was born in 1948 in Jersey City, New Jersey, and he lives and works between Munich 
and New York City. He attended the School of Visual Arts in New York and CalArts in Valencia, 
California in the late 1970s. Lasker has exhibited internationally since the early 1980s, including solo 
exhibitions dedicated to his work at such venues as Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofía, Madrid; 
K20 Kunstsammlung Nordrhein-Westfalen, Düsseldorf; The Power Plant Contemporary Art Gallery, 
Toronto; Stedelijk Museum, Amsterdam; and the Institute of Contemporary Art, Philadelphia, among 
others. His work resides in private and public collections worldwide, including the Eli Broad Foundation, 
Los Angeles; Hirschhorn Museum, Washington, DC; Museum Ludwig, Cologne; Moderna Museet, 
Stockholm; Museum of Modern Art, New York; Centre Pompidou, Paris; Reina Sofia, Madrid; Whitney 
Museum of American Art, New York; and Museo de Arte Contemporaneo, Seville. In 2011, he received 
the Arts and Letters Award from the American Academy of Arts and Letters in New York City. 
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